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Introduction 


The following short book discusses some aspects of Strengthening the 
Heart. This discussion is based on Chapter 11 Hud, Verse 120 of the 
Holy Quran: 


“And each [story] We relate to you from the news of the messengers is 
that by which We make firm your heart. And there has come to you, in 
this, the truth and an instruction and a reminder for the believers.” 


Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble 
Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 
2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will 
be Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted, 
complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran: 


“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.” 


Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of 
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character. 


Strengthening the Heart 


Chapter 11 - Hud, Verse 120 
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“And each [story] We relate to you from the news of the messengers Is that 
by which We make firm your heart. And there has come to you, in this, the 
truth and an instruction and a reminder for the believers.” 


“And each [story] We relate to you from the news of the messengers 
is that by which We make firm your heart...” 


All Muslims have faith in Islam but the strength of their faith varies from 
person to person. For example, the one who follows the teachings of Islam 
because their family told them to is not the same as the one who believes 
in it through evidence. A person who has heard about something will not 
believe in it in the same way as the one who has witnessed the thing with 
their own eyes. 


As confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 224, gaining 
useful knowledge is a duty on all Muslims. One of the reasons for this is 
that it is the best way a Muslim can strengthen their faith in Islam. This is 
important to pursue as the stronger one’s certainty of faith the greater the 
chance they will remain steadfast on the correct path, especially when 
facing difficulties. In addition, having certainty of faith has been described 
as one of the best things one can possess in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn 
Majah, number 3849. This knowledge should be obtained by studying the 
Holy Quran and the Hadith of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, through a reliable source. 


Allah, the Exalted, did not only declare a truth in the Holy Quran but He 
also provided evidence for it through examples. Not only examples which 
are to be found in the past nations but examples which have been placed in 
one's very own life. For example, in the Holy Quran Allah, the Exalted, 
advises that sometimes a person loves a thing even though it will cause 


them trouble if they obtained it. Similarly, they might hate a thing while 
there is much hidden good in it for them. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, verse 216: 


“...But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you 
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.” 


There are many examples of this truth in history such as the Pact of 
Hudaiba. Some Muslims believed this pact, which was made with the non- 
Muslims of Mecca, would completely favour the latter group. Yet, history 
clearly shows that it favoured Islam and the Muslims. This event is 
discussed in the Hadiths found in Sahih Bukhari, numbers 2731 and 2732. 


If one reflects on their own life they will find many examples when they 
believed something was good when it was actually bad for them and vice 
versa. These examples prove the authenticity of this verse and help one's 
faith strengthen. 


Another example is found in chapter 79 An Naziat, verse 46: 


‘It will be, on the Day they see it (Judgement Day) as though they had not 
remained [in the world] except for an afternoon or a morning thereof.” 


If one turns the pages of history they will clearly observe how great empires 
came and went. But when they left they passed away in such a way as if 
they were only on Earth for a moment. All but a few of their signs have 
faded away as if they were never present on Earth in the first place. 
Similarly, when one reflects on their own life they will realise that no matter 
how old they are and no matter how slow certain days might have felt 
overall their life so far has passed in a flash. Understanding the truthfulness 
of this verse strengthens one's certainty of faith and this inspires them to 
prepare for the hereafter before their time runs out. 


The Holy Quran and the Hadith of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 
and blessings be upon him, are full of such examples. Therefore, one 
should strive to learn and act on these divine teachings so that they adopt 
certainty of faith. The one who achieves this will not be shaken by any 
difficulty they face and will remain steadfast on the path which leads to the 
gates of Paradise. Chapter 41 Fussilat, verse 53: 


“We will show them Our signs in the horizons and within themselves until it 
becomes clear to them that it is the truth...” 


“And each [story] We relate to you from the news of the messengers 
is that by which We make firm your heart...” 


This verse indicates the importance of gaining and acting on Islamic 
knowledge so that one is aided in remaining steadfast on the sincere 
obedience of Allah, the Exalted. 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 159, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, gave a short but far 
reaching piece of advice. He advised people to sincerely declare their belief 
in Allah, the Exalted, and then remain steadfast on it. 


Remaining steadfast on one’s faith means that they must strive in the 
sincere obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in all aspects of their life. It 
consists of fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, which relate to 
Him, such as the obligatory fasts and those which relate to people, such as 
treating others kindly. It includes refraining from all the prohibitions of Islam 
which are between a person and Allah, the Exalted, and those involving 
others. A Muslim must also face destiny with patience truly believing Allah, 
the Exalted, chooses what is best for His servants. Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, 
verse 216: 


“...But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you 
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.” 


Steadfastness can include refraining from both types of polytheism. The 
major type is when one worships something other than Allah, the Exalted. 
The minor type is when one shows off their good deeds to others. This has 
been warned in a Hadith found in Sunan lbn Majah, number 3989. 
Therefore, an aspect of steadfastness is to always act for the sake of Allah, 
the Exalted. 


It includes obeying Allah, the Exalted, at all times instead of obeying and 
pleasing oneself or others. If a Muslim disobeys Allah, the Exalted, by 
pleasing themself or others they should know neither their desires nor 
people will protect them from Allah, the Exalted. On the other hand, the one 
who is sincerely obedient to Allah, the Exalted, will be protected from all 
things by Him even if this protection is not apparent to them. 


Remaining steadfast on one’s faith includes following the path set out by 
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 
and blessings be upon him, and not adopting a path which deviates from 
this. The one who strives to adopt this path will not need anything else as 
this is enough to keep them steadfast on their faith. 


As people are not perfect they will undoubtedly make mistakes and commit 
sins. So being steadfast in matters of faith does not mean one has to be 
perfect but it means they must strive to adhere strictly to the obedience of 


Allah, the Exalted, as outlined earlier, and to sincerely repent if they commit 
a sin. This has been indicated in chapter 41 Fussilat, verse 6: 


“...SO take a straight course to Him and seek His forgiveness...” 


This is further supported by a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 
1987, which advises to fear Allah, the Exalted, and to erase a (minor) sin 
which has occurred by performing a righteous deed. In another Hadith 
found in Imam Malik's Muwatta, book 2, Hadith number 37, the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised Muslims 
to try their best to remain steadfast on the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, 
even though they will not be able to do it perfectly. Therefore, a Muslim’s 
duty is to fulfil the potential they have been given through their intention 
and physical actions in the steadfast obedience of Allah, the Exalted. They 
have not been commanded to achieve perfection as this is not possible. 


It is important to note, that one cannot remain steadfast in the obedience of 
Allah, the Exalted, through their physical actions without purifying their 
heart first. As indicated in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 
3984, the limbs of the body will only act in a pure way if the spiritual heart is 
pure. Purity of heart is only achieved by gaining and acting on the 
teachings of the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. 


Steadfast obedience requires one to control their tongue as it expresses 
the heart. Without controlling the tongue steadfast obedience to Allah, the 
Exalted, is not possible. This has been advised in a Hadith found in Jami At 
Tirmidhi, number 2407. 


Finally, if any deficiency in the steadfast obedience of Allah, the Exalted, 
occurs one must make sincere repentance to Allah, the Exalted, and seek 
the forgiveness of people if it involves their rights. Chapter 46 Al Ahgaf, 
verse 13: 


“Indeed, those who have said, "Our Lord is Allah," and then remained on a 
right course - there will be no fear concerning them, nor will they grieve.” 


“And each [story] We relate to you from the news of the messengers 
is that by which We make firm your heart...” 


It is important for a Muslim to be observant in their daily life and avoid being 
too self-absorbed in their own worldly matters so that they become 
heedless over the things which are occurring around them and the things 
which have already occurred. This is an important quality to possess as it is 
an excellent way to strengthen one's faith which in turn helps one to remain 
obedient to Allah, the Exalted, at all times. For example, when a Muslim 
observes a sick person they should not only aid them by whatever means 
they possess, even if it is only a supplication, but they should reflect on 
their own health and understand that they too will eventually lose their good 
health either by an illness, ageing or even death. This should inspire them 
to be grateful for their good health and show this through their actions by 
taking advantage of their good health in both worldly and religious matters 
which are pleasing to Allah, the Exalted. 


When they observe the death of a rich person they should not only feel sad 
for the deceased and their family but realise that one day which is unknown 
to them they will die also. They should understand that just like the rich 
person was abandoned by their wealth, fame and family at their grave so 
will they too be left only with their deeds in their grave. This will encourage 
them to prepare for their grave and the hereafter. 


This attitude can and should be applied to all things one observes. A 
Muslim should learn a lesson from everything around them which has been 
advised in the Holy Quran. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 191: 


“...and give thought to the creation of the heavens and the earth, [saying], 
"Our Lord, You did not create this aimlessly; exalted are You [above such a 
thing]; then protect us from the punishment of the Fire.” 


Those who behave in this manner will strengthen their faith on a daily basis 
whereas those who are too self-absorbed in their worldly life will remain 
heedless which may lead them to their destruction. 


“..And there has come to you, in this, the truth and an instruction 
and a reminder for the believers.” 


As indicated in this verse the Holy Quran will only benefit a person in both 
worlds when they truly believe in it. This involves fulfilling its rights. 


In a Hadith found in Imam Munzari's, Awareness and Apprehension, 
number 30, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, advised that the Holy Quran will intercede on Judgment Day. Those 
who follow it during their lives on Earth will be led to Paradise on Judgment 
Day. But those who neglect it during their lives on Earth will find that it 
pushes them into Hell on Judgment Day. 


The Holy Quran is a book of guidance. It is not merely a book of recitation. 
Muslims must therefore strive to fulfill all aspects of the Holy Quran to 
ensure that it guides them to success in both worlds. The first aspect is 
reciting it correctly and regularly. The second aspect is to understand it. 
And the final aspect is to act on its teachings according to the traditions of 
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Those 
who behave in such a manner are the ones who are given glad tidings of 
right guidance through every difficulty in this world and its intercession on 
the Day of Judgment. But as warned by this Hadith the Holy Quran is only 
guidance and a mercy for those who correctly act on its aspects according 
to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 
upon him. But those who misinterpret it and instead act according to their 
desires in order to gain worldly things, such as fame, will be deprived of this 
right guidance and its intercession on Judgment Day. In fact, their complete 


loss in both worlds will only increase until they sincerely repent. Chapter 17 
Al Isra, verse 82: 


“And We send down of the Quran that which is healing and mercy for the 
believers, but it does not increase the wrongdoers except in loss.” 


Finally, it is important to understand that even though the Holy Quran is a 
cure for worldly problems a Muslim should not only use it for this purpose. 
Meaning, they should not only recite it in order to fix their worldly problems 
thereby, treating the Holy Quran like a tool which is removed during a 
difficulty and then placed back in a toolbox. The main function of the Holy 
Quran is to guide one to the hereafter safely. Neglecting this main function 
and only using it to fix one's worldly problems is not correct as it contradicts 
the behaviour of a true Muslim. It is like the one who purchases a car with 
many different accessories yet, it possesses no engine. There is no doubt 
that this person is simply foolish. 


“..And there has come to you, in this, the truth and an instruction 
and a reminder for the believers.” 


As indicated in this verse the Holy Quran will only benefit a person in both 
worlds when they truly believe in it. This involves fulfilling its rights. 


Disbelief can be a literal rejecting of Islam or through actions, which 
involves disobeying Allah, the Exalted, even though one believes in Him. 
This can be clearly understood by an example. If an unaware person is 
warned by another of an approaching lion and the unaware person takes 
practical steps to obtain safety they will be considered someone who 
believed in the warning given to them as they adapted their behaviour 
based on the warning. Whereas, if the unaware person does not practically 
change their behaviour after being warned, people will suspect that they do 
not believe in the warning given to them even if the unaware person 
verbally claims belief in the warning given to them. 


Some people claim that their belief and obedience to their God is in their 
hearts and they therefore do not need to demonstrate it practically. 
Unfortunately, this foolish mentality has infected many Muslims who believe 
they possess a pure faithful heart even though they fail to fulfil the 
obligatory duties of Islam. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, has clearly declared in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn 
Majah, number 3984, that when one's heart is pure the body becomes pure 
which means their actions become correct. But if one's heart is corrupt the 
body becomes corrupt which means their actions will be corrupt and 


incorrect. Therefore, the one who does not obey Allah, the Exalted, by 
fulfilling their duties practically can never have a pure heart. 


In addition, demonstrating one's faith in Allah, the Exalted, practically is 
their proof and evidence which is required on Judgment Day in order to be 
granted Paradise. Not having this practical evidence is as silly as a student 
who hands back a blank exam paper to their teacher claiming their 
knowledge is in their mind so they therefore do not need to write it down by 
answering the exam questions. The same way this student would 
undoubtedly fail so will a person who reaches Judgment Day without the 
obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in the form of fulfilling His commands, 
refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience, even if 
they possess faith in their heart. 


“..And there has come to you, in this, the truth and an instruction 
and a reminder for the believers.” 


In a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 4998, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised the signs of a 
true Muslim and a true believer. A true Muslim is the one who keeps 
their verbal and physical harm away from others. This in fact, includes all 
people irrespective of their faith. It includes all types of verbal and 
physical sins which can cause harm or distress to another. This can 
include failing to give the best advice to others as this contradicts 
sincerity towards others which has been commanded in a Hadith found 
in Sunan An Nasai, number 4204. It includes advising others to disobey 
Allah, the Exalted, thereby, inviting them towards sins. A Muslim should 
avoid this behavior as they will be taken account for every person who 
acts on their bad advice. This has been warned in a Hadith found in 
Sahih Muslim, number 2351. 


Physical harm includes causing problems for other people's livelihood, 
committing fraud, conning others and physical abuse. All of these 
characteristics contradict Islamic teachings and must be avoided. 


A true believer, according to the main Hadith under discussion, is the 
one who keeps their harm away from the lives and property of others. 
Again, this applies to all people irrespective of their faith. This includes 
stealing, misusing or damaging the property and belongings of others. 
Whenever one is entrusted with someone else's property they must 
ensure they only use it with the owner's permission and in a way which 
is pleasing and agreeable to the owner. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, has warned in a Hadith found in 


Sunan An Nasai, number 5421, that whoever illegally takes someone 
else's property, through a false oath, even if it is as small as a twig of a 
tree will go to Hell. 


To conclude a Muslim must support their verbal declaration of belief with 
actions as they are the physical proof of one’s belief which will be 
needed in order to obtain success on the Day of Judgment. In addition, a 
Muslim should fulfill the characteristics of true belief in respect to Allah, 
the Exalted, and people. An excellent way of achieving this in respect to 
people is to simply treat others how they wish to be treated by people, 
which is with respect and peace. 
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